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There are two terms for Geishas: 
● Maiko

○ Less training
○ Ages 15 - 20 years old 
○ Must follow a geiko, or oneesan, before 

becoming a geiko.
● Geiko 

○ More training 
○ Ages 20 plus



What are geisha

● Geisha are known as the queens of the ‘floating world’.
○ ‘Gei’ means art, and ‘sha’ means person.
○ GEISHAS MUST GO THROUGH A ONE YEAR  TRAINING, 

shikomi, where they learn to play traditional 
japanese instruments, dance, and sing. 

● Long ago, there were male geisha, known as taikomochi or 
hakan
○ they trained in conversations, tea ceremonies, 

and storytelling
○ however, they have significantly reduced to four in 

tokyo and one in kyoto. 



Geisha styling

Maiko have more complex 
outfits. Their hairstyle, hana 
kanzashi, has descending 
floral ornaments. It takes 
about two hours, once a week.

Geiko have simpler outfits, 
and wear wigs, kastura, that 
cover the nape of their necks. 
The nape is usually 
unpainted, so if seen, then a 
maiko can be identified. 

A geiko’s obi is folded into a 
square, while a maiko’s obi 
hangs down the back. 



Secrecy of geisha

● Living in a floating world, they live apart from others and live a 
remote life. 

● Geisha culture can be described as exclusive.
○ Taikomochi were first, performing outside of famous 

courtesan locations.
○ Geishas arose in the eighteenth century, performing in 

different areas, but only seen as elegant and mysterious. 
○ They perform at teahouses and parties, and their clients can 

also consist of tourists.  
● Geisha themselves must pass on their knowledge and the culture to 

maiko, who must also make connections in the hanamachi, or geisha 
district. 



Kyoto
There are about 186 geiko and 73 
maiko. 
Has 5 districts: 
Kamishichiken, Gion Kobu Gion 
Higashi, Miyagawa-cho, Ponto-cho.

tokyo
Has 6 districts: 
Shimbashi, Asakusa, Yoshicho, 
Kagurazaka, Akasaka, and 
Mukojima

Tourists can see geisha in tourist 
performances, but it is difficult to go to 
them. They usually perform at ochayas (tea 

houses) or annual dance festivals in 
kyoto. To go to an ochaya, one must know 

the okaasan (owner). 
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